
1 
 

2 Corinthians 1.1-7       “Our God of All Comfort”  

 

1st C Church at Corinth was GIFTED, DYNAMIC, GROWING Church 

Paul spent more 18 months in Corinth TEACHING & EQUIPPING the church 

He made 3 visits and wrote them 4 Letters > probably 4th here: 2nd Corinthians 

No church caused Apostle PAUL more PAIN than church in CORINTH 

He wrote “out of much affliction and anguish of heart…with many tears”  

         2 Corinthians 2.4 

 

Most AFFLICTION, ANGUISH, TEARS caused by CORINTHIAN CHURCH  

2 COR: Paul writes with DESIRE for RESTORATION & FORGIVENESS 

Step into TEXT > Dominant THEME “Comfort” – 10 X’s in 7 Verses  

 
1. Confidence in Suffering 

a. Purpose of God  

v. 1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,  

Christ SENDS Paul to be APOSTLE to Gentiles ACCORDING to WILL of God  

HIGH AUTHORITY “apostle of Christ Jesus” >> Sent DIRECTLY by Christ 

“the one sent by a man is as the man himself”  Rabbinic Proverb 

 

SPOKESMAN for GOD > Paul writes INSPIRED by H.S. > Letter from GOD  

 

Paul FIRST Author of NT – Writes w/ OT Framework  

APOSTLE > NT Equivalent of OT PROPHETS > Same word in Septuagint  

2 QUALIFICATIONS for APOSTLE -- 1. SEE Jesus and 2. SENT by Jesus  

 

Paul REMINDS Corinthians of CALLING because of their CRITICISM 

 



2 
 

If Paul was for real, why was there so much suffering in his life? They asked. 

Also, why was his ministry so lackluster when compared with the ministry of 

others? Why was his preaching so dull? And why did he change his travel plans 

if God was actually directing his life? Moreover, what lay behind his refusal to 

accept payment for his services, as most preachers did? Was he really collecting 

money for the poor? Why didn’t Paul have letters of recommendation like the 

others? Why didn’t he regale them with stories about God’s power in his 

ministry? Was it because there were none?      Kent Hughes 

 

PAUL is STILL HEALING from WOUNDS of his BATTLES 

Yearns for COMFORT from Corinthians NOT CRITICISM & CENSURE 

 

Saul calls himself Paul for no other reason than because he wished to show 

himself little – the very least of the apostles.   Augustine  

 

Paul must ESTABLISH TRUST Relationship with Corinthians at Beginning 

He wants Corinthians to VOLUNTARILY Respond in Repentance/Restoration 

 

BY the Will of God – to REJECT him is to Reject God’s Messenger  

Paul’s Letters NOT Lost their Authority > NOT just Advice: Word of GOD  

  

b. Person of God    v. 3 Blessed be the God…  

Paul FOLLOWS Pattern of JEWISH Blessing spoken in the SYNAGOGUE 

Were 18 Benedictions were SPOKEN in 1st C SYNAGOGUE Service  

  

v. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

RESHAPES Synagogue Prayer > ONE God NOW Revealed: Father, Son, Spirit 

Paul reveals Xtian Understanding of God > REVEALED in SON by SPIRIT 

 

DEITY of Jesus & Spirit – ONE with God, Co-EQUAL in Glorious Attributes 
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LORD: Greek word for YAHWEH or JEHOVAH in SEPTUAGINT – Greek OT 

Amazing that Devout MONOtheistic Pharisee – call Contemporary Man > God 

 

v. 3 the Father of mercies and God of all comfort 

Synagogue Prayer of Paul’s Day… Calls GOD “the Father of Mercies”  

NOW Paul adds “God of all Comfort” as AUTHOR and APOSTLE   

PRAISES Gracious God – his Deliverer – Father of mercies, God of all comfort 

 

ISAIAH repeatedly Speaks of CONSOLATION of MESSIANIC Age 

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.”   Isaiah 40.1 

 

FATHERLY Tenderness of God  >As a father shows compassion to his children, 

so the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. Psalm 103.13 

 

MOTHERLY Tenderness of God  > As one whom his mother comforts, so I will 

comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.   Isaiah 66.13 

 

vs. 3,4 the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 

affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with 

the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  

 

DECLARES WHO God IS And WHAT God DOES 

UNCHANGING Character of God is basis of HOPE and CONFIDENCE  

PRESENT Tense = God COMFORTS Constantly & UNFAILINGLY 

ATHEIST Converted to Christianity asked “What is biggest difference in life?” 

NOW I have Someone to THANK! 
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2. Comfort for Sharing 

a. Called Out for God 

TODAY hear Word ‘church’ = Building, Denomination, Television program! 

NOT a BUILDING or a Denomination > Everyday word for ASSEMBLY 

 

Assembled BY God & FOR God to BRING the WORLD TO God for His Glory 

“the church of God” – FROM Him & FOR Him  Across EARTH – thru  AGES 

 

“To the church of God that is at Corinth” – EMBASSY of HEAVEN on Earth  

- PEOPLE called OUT of World and INTO the Family of God  

  

“with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia” 

ACHIA – ROMAN Province that covers MOST of what we call GREECE Today 

Church BOTH Local & Global – TO Ends of the Earth, UNTIL End of the Age 

From the SOUTH BAY to BEIJING on to BURUNDI and over to BRAZIL!  

 

v. 1 “and Timothy our brother”  

Timothy is an ASSOCIATE > Not AUTHOR or an APOSTLE > son and brother 

 

v. 1 “the saints” WRITTEN with Some IRONY  

Recent BEHAVIOR NOT very Saintly > Challenging PAUL’S AUTHORITY!  

SAINTS Not by CONDUCT but by CHRIST > they are IN HIM!  

because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption  1 Corinthians 1.30 

 

Basis of Paul’s CONFIDENCE for Church NOT in THEM but in CHRIST 

90 X’s Paul writes 2 Eternally Significant words IN CHRIST – place Wanna BE!  

He is our SHELTER from Storm – ARK of Refuge – STONE Never be Shaken 
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What ground did Paul have for recognizing the Church of Corinth? Just this, that 

he discerned among them the doctrine of the Gospel, Baptism, and the Lord’s 

Supper, the tokens by which the Church ought to be judged…Although some 

faults had crept in…they retained fundamental doctrine, since the one God was 

adored among them and invoked in the name of Christ, and since they placed 

their confidence of their salvation in Christ and had a ministry that was not 

altogether corrupted, the Church still continued to exist there.    John Calvin 

 

CHURCH has MUSTARD Seed of FAITH – Flickering Light of God’s Presence 

God’s WORD, God’s SPIRIT are the PROMISES of God’s PRESENCE  

 

b. Comfort for Sharing 

v. 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Conventional Practice in ANCIENT Letters to wish them Health & Well-Being  

 

Paul has HIGHER HOPES – GRACE & PEACE! - SALVATION & SHALOM!  

 

“grace and peace, the favor of God and its fruits, comprehend all the benefits of 

redemption”        Charles Hodge 

 

Some teach if REALLY have FAITH or are FILLED with SPIRIT Not Have 

-- Common STRUGGLES and SUFFERINGS of LIFE 

Paul USES words to Describe EVERY RANGE of SUFFERING in LIFE 

 

Many AFFLICTIONS are Described by Paul in this Letter 

Physical Hardships – Dangers – Persecutions – Anxieties – Gospel Opposition 

 

COMFORT is Sometimes DELIVERANCE FROM Troubles  

MORE OFTEN Comforting Presence of God IN & THROUGH the Troubles 
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v. 6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are 

comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently 

endure the same sufferings that we suffer.  

 

We KNOW God WILL Comfort OTHERS because he HAS Comforted US! 

REASON God Comforts US is so we can COMFORT Others Too 

NOT supposed to KEEP Our COMFORT > GIVE away to Other Hurting People  

 

LAST Week in Pastors Conference in Almaty, Kazakhstan 

Speaker JOHN ENSOR leader of PASSION LIFE > GOOD FRIEND > Beijing  

Powerful Message links SAVING Gospel of Jesus to Sanctity of LIFE 

Pastor from Taraz, KZ tearfully Shared wife Carrying Baby Dr. wanted to Abort 

Many medical Challenges > TRUE > Kept Baby many Problems 

Hardest Thing > Most Wonderful > Surrounded by Church & Community! 

 

In Christ ABUNDANT Suffering is Balanced with Abundant COMFORT  

Not ONLY are we BOUND TO Christ we are Bound IN X to ALL Believers  

Christian NOT an ISOLATED Individual – INTEGRAL Member of Body 

If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice 

together.         1 Corinthians 12.26 

 

How deeply they should have felt their Apostle’s sufferings to be their 

sufferings! How zealously they should have emulated his selflessness in 

propagating at all costs this same message of salvation!    Philip E. Hughes 

  

We are UNITED with Christ AND with ONE ANOTHER 

The comfort we seek to give to others that we have received from God in our 

own personal times of trouble has a uniquely genuine ring.  Derek Prime 
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3. Confirmation of Salvation 

a. Path of Jesus 

v. 5 For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share 

abundantly in comfort too.  

GOD is the SOURCE of our COMFORT > CHRIST is the CHANNEL  

Overflow of Christ’s Sufferings into OUR Lives > flows into Lives of OTHERS 

Jesus Life – SUFFERING was PRELUDE to GLORY > Same for CHURCH 

In Christ WE TOO become SUFFERING SERVANTS for the Glory of GOD 

 

Rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be 

glad when his glory is revealed.     1 Peter 4.13 

 

ULTIMATE Aim NOT just to HELP Christians but to HONOR Christ  

if (we are) children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 

provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

          Romans 8.17 

 

If we are called to fellowship in the sufferings of the Christ of humiliation, it is 

the Christ of glory who mediates an abundance of comfort to us – one and the 

same Christ.         Philip E. Hughes 

 
b. Power of Jesus 

GOSPEL is Not SPLASH & FLASH but Meekness and Weakness 

When it BOASTS it Boasts in LORD who DIED & ROSE Again! 

 

NOT Reference to GENERAL Sufferings – ALL People go thru Sufferings 

ALL: Back Aches – Mother in Laws – In-Grown Toe Nails – TAXES 

Christian Suffering is FOR Christ and FROM Christ > GOSPEL Suffering  

Christian Suffering – Troubles & Affliction in MAKING Christ Known  

Things NOT Happen if were NOT SERVING / SHARING Christ 
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v. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our 

sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 

NO Matter the PROBLEMS in the Church in CORINTH – Paul has HOPE  

Paul is confident they would share the spiritual fruit of his DISTRESS 

 

Lit. ‘THE’ Suffering / ‘THE’ Comfort >> FROM Jesus HIMSELF  

 

Paul says his hope for his readers is unshaken because he knows that they are 

sharing the sufferings, they are sharing the comfort also.  Colin Kruse  

 

In the service of Christ there may be disappointments, but there cannot be despair 

there may be conflicts, but never doubt; there may be afflictions, but never 

without comfort. Our epistle is pervaded by this spirit of a faith which abides 

serene and steadfast no matter how much the outward circumstances of life may 

tempt to the shadow of distrust.       Philip E. Hughes 

  

Our PAIN can have a PURPOSE to MAKE Us MORE LIKE Jesus 

Receive HIS Comfort which we can GIVE AWAY to Others  

REMIND us of our SAVIOR who SUFFERED, DIED and Entered GLORY 

FOLLOW Him in His SUFFERINGS, COMFORT, and GLORY!  
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2 Corinthians 1.1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy 

our brother, To the church of God that is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in 

the whole of Achaia: 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 

of mercies and God of all comfort, 4who comforts us in all our affliction, so that 

we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with 

which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5For as we share abundantly in 

Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. 6If we 

are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is 

for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same 

sufferings that we suffer. 7Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you 

share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 

 

 

 


